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Pastor Search Committee Update
Shiloh Baptist Church (New Site) began the search for a pastor in July 2021 by
establishing a Pastor Search Committee which consisted of:
• Deacon Nathaniel Harley, Jr. (Committee Chair)
• Deacon Denise Millner (Diaconate Ministry Representative)
• Trustee Jackie Bass-Fortune (Trustee Ministry Representative)
• Deacon Carolyn Oglesby (Christian Education Ministry Representative)
• Deacon Kevin Barnes (Sunday School Ministry Representative)
• Sister Alexandra Njie (Youth Ministry Representative)
• Rev. Dr. Donna Rhaney (Member at large)
• Deacon Norman Freeman (Member at large)
• Sister Christina Trent (Member at large)
Shiloh New Site underwent periods of prayer and fasting at the beginning and the
end of the search process in order to seek God’s will for our congregation. The
Committee established the criteria for the Office of Pastor, requested
membership input through a survey, and issued an application package for
potential candidates. The application package was issued to seminaries across
the nation, the National Baptist Convention, the Progressive Baptist Convention,
and the Baptist General Conventions of Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC.
Overall, the Committee considered 72 packages from applicants interested in the
Office of Pastor. Throughout the process, the Committee reviewed applications,
resumes, credentials and transcripts of all candidates. They assessed teaching
and preaching videos of semi-finalists, and conducted reference checks and
church staff interviews of our two finalists. Finally, the Committee attended inperson worship to hear candidate sermons and conducted in-person interviews
of the two finalists before their final, prayerful deliberations. The Committee
diligently persevered through family issues, illnesses, bereavements, work
challenges, the transition from high school to college, military orders, and all the
realities of life. Through it all, they were very intentional about discerning God’s
direction to identify the person who would serve as our next pastor.
We thank God for keeping us throughout this process. Our congregation has
sustained the work of ministry in the absence of a pastor and in the midst of a
pandemic because the grace of God has kept us! We are grateful to the
ministerial staff, officers, ministry leaders and members of Shiloh New Site for
their prayerful support, patience and understanding throughout this process.
TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
Nathaniel Harley, Jr.
Diaconate Chair &
Pastor Search Committee Chair

Constitutional Amendment
As we prepare to vote on a nominee for the Office of Pastor, we recognize the
current Constitution does not account for the hybrid nature of our Church
meetings under the pandemic. Currently, Article VI - Church Officers, Section 1.1
(Method of Selection (of a pastor)) of the Constitution states, "A vote of two-thirds
(2/3) of the members present and qualified to vote is required to accept the
candidate. The vote shall be by written ballot." Under this language, only
members physically present to cast a written ballot can vote for the Office of
Pastor.
In order to ensure all members can vote, the Constitution was changed at the
September 22 special Church meeting. The new language in the Constitution
reads: "The vote shall be by written ballot, electronic virtual vote, telephone voice
vote or mail-in ballot. Mail-in ballot must be requested from the Church by the
member” (Underlined text represents the constitutional change). This new
language allows all active members to vote, whether attending a Church meeting
in person or online.
There are three means by which a member can vote for the Office of Pastor:
1) Written ballot. Ballots will be issued to active members as they enter the
Church. They will be tallied by the Church Clerk and/or the Assistant
Church Clerk.
2) Virtual vote. Online votes will be taken via the processes associated with
Zoom. This includes electronic poll (one person per electronic device), chat
(used when more than one person is on an electronic device; chat votes
will be sent only to the designated vote recorder), or voice vote (for those
on a phone without poll or chat capability).
3) Mail-in ballot. Persons without computer or internet access may request a
mail-in ballot from the Church Office by calling 540-371-1153. Ballot return
envelopes will be marked “Church Vote – For Church Clerk Only.” Ballots
must be returned with the member’s name on it in order to confirm they
have voted only once. Completed ballots must be received at the Church
Office no later than 24 hours before the meeting (i.e., by 7:30pm,
Wednesday, October 26, 2022). Mail-in ballots will be opened by the
Church Clerk or Assistant Church Clerk only. Members ARE required to be
present at the meeting (by telephone) in order for their mail-in ballot to be
counted.

CLERGY APPRECIATION MONTH

VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!
From the Social Justice Ministry
Voting History
In the immediate aftermath of the Civil War, Black Americans, gaining the rights of citizenship
–especially the right to vote – was central to securing true freedom and self-determination and
prosperity. Voting for Black Americans has been a right since 1865, however, various forms of
obstructions, such as literacy test, poll taxes, and continuous forms of intimidations and
discrimination, still persist today. Our ancestors, struggled, fought, and died for the
opportunity to exercise their right to vote, but were faced with stifling obstacles to the ballot
box. That's why it is imperative that we exercise our right to vote and not only let our voices be
heard, but the voices of our courageous ancestors as well.
Registration
In order to exercise our right to vote, we must get registered. Below is a list of ways to register
to vote or to update our information, if it has changed.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Online at the citizen portal @ https://www.elections.virginia.gov/citizen-portal/
At your local voter registration office, which can accommodate special
needs: elections.virginia.gov/LocalGR
Download a copy of the registration form @
www.elections.virginia.gov/media/formswarehouse/veris-voter-registration/applications/VANVRA-1-Voter-Registration-Application-rev-4_1-(1).pdf
State or local government offices when applying or re-certifying for Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families (TANF), SNAP, WIC, Medicaid, or Rehabilitation Services.
Government offices in the State that provide State-funded programs primarily engaged in
providing services to person with disabilities
Armed forces recruitment offices
Public libraries
Virginia Department of Elections office
Department of Motor Vehicles offices
Voter Registration Drives

Important Dates
Now that we are registered, we can now go out and vote. Voting has already started in Virginia
with in-person voting, which occurs at your local registrar’s office. Additional important dates
to remember are:
•
•
•
•
•

Oct 17, 2022 – Deadline to register to vote or update existing registration
Oct 28, 2022 – Deadline to apply for a ballot to be mailed to you (Request must be
received by local registrar’s office by 5pm)
Oct 29, 2022 – Voter registration offices open for early voting
Nov 5, 2022 – Last day of in-person voting (local registrar’s office by 5pm)
Nov 8, 2022 – General Election

Let’s get registered, then let’s VOTE!!!
If you have any questions regarding the voting or the process, please contact Tim Brown @
(540) 226-8784 or via email tvtim07@gmail.com.

Missionary Ministry
On behalf of Shiloh Baptist Church New Site's Missionary Ministry 2022 Back-to-School
Committee, Sisters Amelia Jackson-Zaremba and Sonja Johnson met with Dr. Deborah Frazier
and Mr. Anderson Gould of Chancellor Middle School (CMS) to present a monetary donation to
support the CMS' Food Pantry. CMS' Food Pantry was established to provide nonperishable
food to students with food insecurities. Dr Frazier and Mr. Gould expressed their sincere
appreciation for the donation. A huge thanks to the 2022 Back-to-School Committee and
Missionary Ministry for their prayers and support with the project!

Annual Sunday School Day

Shiloh Baptist Church (New Site) Annual Sunday School Day Highlights

The Sunday School Ministry held its annual Sunday School Day on Sunday, September
18, 2022, on the theme, “Knowing the Holy Spirit.” Our youth Sunday School students played
an active role in the program: Isaiah Cato from the High School class offered a warm
welcome, Charlotte Holland from the Upper Elementary class read the Old Testament scripture
(Psalms 90:1-2), and Ava Chapman from the High School class read the New Testament
scripture (John 14:23-26). Deacon Norman Freeman, one of our Adult Sunday school teachers,
led us in prayer. Musical selections were provided by Deacon Kevin Barnes, Transitions Sunday
School teacher, and Megan Collier, Transitions class student. Deacon Denise Millner, the
Assistant Sunday School Superintendent, presented our keynote speaker, Deacon Curtiss
Millner, our Sunday School Superintendent, who spoke on our theme, “Knowing the Holy
Spirit.” Deacon George Miller, Assistant Adult V class teacher, offered words of appreciation to
our keynote speaker.
Afterward, recognition and appreciation of the Sunday School Ministry teachers,
students and staff was given by the Sunday School Superintendent and Assistant
Superintendent. Each Sunday School class was introduced by their respective teachers with
closing remarks given by the Christian Education Ministry Chair, Verlean Harley. The program
closed with the hymn “Bringing In The Sheaves” and the prayer and benediction by Deacon Nat
Harley, Jr. Diaconate Chair.
Sunday School classes for all ages are posted on the church website;
shilohnewsite@gmail.com

Women’s Ministry Community Service

Women’s Ministry Fellowship

Men’s Ministry

An Act of Kindness
Think of the last time you shared a meal with someone. Maybe it was a friend, co-worker or a
loved one. Why did you plan or provide the meal? Whether it was business or pleasure,
sharing a meal brings people together, builds community fellowship, and creates a sense of
belonging. For many people, whether it’s breakfast, lunch, or dinner can be challenging. A
growing body of research shows that these meals can have an important influence on the
behavior of adults, children, and teenagers. The Men’s Ministry catered 50 Subway meals for
the residents at The Thurman Brisben Center. Since early times of social development,
gathering, preparing, and sharing meals has been a pillar of community enhancement. The
Men’s Ministry is committed to assisting our community and we want to thank Deacon Doug
(Sox) Richardson for coordinating this endeavor.

HEALTHCARE MINISTRY
Information from the Health Care Ministry
HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS for OCTOBER
In this newsletter, I will address a trio of relevant topics which will include
COVID-19, The Flu and Breast Cancer.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), reports that the
number of cases and deaths for COVID-19 in the Fredericksburg area have
been going down. "As summer turns to fall, new cases of COVID-19 continue
to drop across the nation, state and Fredericksburg, where most recent counts
were about one-third of their total four weeks ago." On September 26, 2022, there were 7
newly reported cases and 0 deaths in Fredericksburg.
I believe wearing masks and social distancing have attributed to the decline
of COVID. Many people here in Fredericksburg, however, no longer wear masks
as can be observed when out and about in the city. Please continue to wear your masks and
keep distancing when mingling with others. Cold weather is approaching, and people will be
staying indoors more often which may increase their chances of contracting COVID and
spreading it to others. Also, if you have not received the vaccine, it is important to do so to
help prevent contracting COVID-19.
_____________________________________________
A reminder, Flu season is from October-May, get your flu shots as soon as
possible. The CDC reports that each year in the United States, influenza results in 9 million to
41 million illnesses, 140,000-710,000 hospitalizations. and approximately 28,000 deaths.
In terms of preventing the flu, wear a mask, distance yourselves from others, wash hands
frequently, and get the flu shot. According to Dr. Walensky, Director of the CDC, it is safe to
get the flu vaccine and the COVID-19 shot at the same time.
__________________________________________
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. On October 21, we wear pink
to bring attention to breast cancer. The purpose of the campaign is to increase
peoples' awareness, understanding, and education for breast cancer, also to focus on methods
to employ for early detection.
I would like to begin this segment of the newsletter by paying homage to
those who have been diagnosed with breast cancer and those who are going
through the ordeal of getting chemotherapy, radiation and/or necessary surgery.
We ask for the Lord's blessings, comfort and well-being for all those
suffering from breast cancer, and to those who have lost love-ones from the
illness.
Breast cancer is most prevalent amongst women; men can also develop
the condition. Each year in the United States, approximately 255,000 women get breast cancer
and about 42,000 women die from the cancer. Women over 50 years and over are most prone
to develop the disorder, some women younger than 50, however, have developed breast
cancer. It is the most common cancer in women, second only to skin cancer.

According to Dr. Therese Bever, Medical Director of MD Anderson Cancer
Prevention Center, there are 5 things that are important to know about breast
cancer. They are as follows:
1. Breast cancer does not always come in the form of a lump, a lump, however,
may indicate the disorder.
A. Pay attention and report to your doctor any swelling in or around the
breast, collarbone or armpit.
B. Report skin thickening or redness in or around the breast.
C. Pay attention to warmth, itching, nipple changes and discharge.
D. Report if you have breast pain for more than three to four weeks.
2. Having a relative who had breast cancer increases a person's chances of
developing breast cancer.
3. Maintaining a healthy weight can reduce a person's risk for developing the
condition.
4. Very important to look and feel for changes in the breasts.
5. Drinking several glasses of alcoholic beverages a day can increase an
individual's chances for developing breast cancer.
Genetics suggests that about 5% to 10% of breast cancer cases are
thought to be hereditary. Having a first-degree relative (mother, father, sister
or daughter) with breast cancer almost doubles a woman's risk. Having 2
first-degree relatives with breast cancer increases her risk by about 3-fold.
Women with a father or brother who has had breast cancer also has a high
risk of developing the condition.
Up to 25% of hereditary cases are due to a mutation in a gene.
Prevention of breast cancer includes the following:
1. Healthy diet, include plenty of vegetables, avoid red meats and all
other acid-producing foods, i.e., fresh and processed meats, eggs, beans,
salt, high sodium condiments, some cheese, certain grains, and sugar.
2. Exercise.
3. Keep your weight close to or normal.
Do regular visual inspections of the breasts with the clothes off. Do
manual inspections with the clothes off in the shower or lying down.
Check the areola and then then squeeze the nipples gently to check for
discharges.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Employ methods for early detection is very important, i.e.:
Annual mammograms.
Self-exams.
Close observations of the breasts daily for any changes.
Know your family history/genetics for breast cancer.

This newsletter, particularly on breast cancer is of great concern because of its
prevalence. Almost everyone knows of someone who has developed breast cancer and who has
subsequently passed from the disease. It is very
important to follow the above for early detection because breast cancer
can be cured when diagnosed early. Stage one detection is almost always cured.
Dr. Judy Coles-Bailey
______________________________

Area Locations for Vaccines and Other Immunizations
Listed below are some of the locations where worshippers can get Covid-19 vaccines and
boosters, flu vaccines, and pneumonia vaccines. While you can just walk in to get these
vaccines, they are administered on a first-come, first serve basis. However, it is recommended
that you make an appointment so that you will have less wait time. It is especially important if
you have physical limitations and cannot sit or stand for long periods of time.
Vaccines are administered during regular pharmacy hours. These locations are as follows and
they currently administer the Johnson and Johnson, Moderna and Pfizer vaccines and booster
shots:
CVS Pharmacies. Vaccines are available in many locations including Garrisonville Road in north
Stafford, Kings Highway in King George, Tidewater Trail in Fredericksburg, Emancipation
Highway in Fredericksburg, within Target on S. Gateway Drive in south Stafford, and within
Target on Carl D. Silver Parkway in Fredericksburg. Please note that pharmacy technicians in
CVS are on break from 1:30 to 2:00 daily.
Walmart Supercenter Pharmacies. Vaccines are available on Village Drive in south Stafford,
Garrisonville Road in north Stafford, Carl D. Silver Parkway in Fredericksburg, Southpoint
Parkway in Spotsylvania, and Washington Square Plaza in Fredericksburg.
Walgreens Pharmacies. Vaccines are available at Court House Road and Rollingwood Drive in
Spotsylvania, Plank Road and Gordon Road locations in Fredericksburg, and White Oak Road in
White Oak.
Sister Ella Wyatt
___________________________________

COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY

~~~ Special thanks to all the SBCNS Ministries for their continued
support and contributions to the Newsletter~~~
~~Articles for the next edition are due by November 30, 2022~~
Please submit all completed articles in a PDF format and include
the Word document version in case editing is required.
Photos should be formatted and included with your article.
Email all articles to the Communications Ministry email @
shilohpubmin2@gmail.com

Sis. Angela Brown Coleman
Communications Ministry Editor/ Publisher
Shiloh Baptist Church (New Site)
Email: shilohpubmin2@gmail.com

